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HOME DELIVERY RATES (Weekly rates*) 
MON-FRI SUNDAY** 7 DAYS 
$3.75 $1.99 $6.49 
*Rates are for the 9-county area ( Cook,
Lake, DuPage, Will, Kane, Kendall and
McHenry Counties in Illinois, Lake and
Porter Counties in Indiana) and also ar e
available in communities served b y
Chicago Tribune contractors. 
Rates in other areas v ary.
**All subscriptions include Thanksgiving
Day issue. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE E-EDITION
A replica of the paper in PDF format is
online at chicagotribune.com/ e-Edition. 

1DAY WEEKLY 
e-Edition $2.00 $2.50* 

*7 days per week, billed every 4 w eeks.

DELIVERY BY MAIL (12 weeks)
SUNDAY 7DAYS 

5-state area* $51.96 $108.60 
U.S. rate $58.20 $131.88 

* Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Iowa

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
All advertising published in the
Chicago Tribune is subject to the
applicable rate card, copies of which
are available from the A dvertising
Department. The Chicago T ribune
reserves the right not to accept an
advertiser's order. Only publication
of an advertisement shall constitute
final acceptance.

Chicago Tribune (USPS 104-000) is
published daily (7 da ys) at 
Tribune Tower, 435 N. Michigan A ve.,
Chicago, IL 60611-4041; 
Chicago Tribune Comp any,
Publisher; periodicals postage p aid
at Chicago, IL, and additional mailing
offices.

Postmaster: Send changes to the
Chicago Tribune, Mail Subscription
Division, 777 W. Chicago A ve.,
Chicago, IL 60654.

Unsolicited manuscripts, articles,
letters and pictures sent to the
Chicago Tribune are sent at the
owner's risk.

Copyright Ý 2011Chicago Tribune
Company . All rights r eserved as to
the entire content. 

HO W TO C ONTAC T U S
To start a new subscription, or for que stions or c om-

plaint s about home deliv ery, billing or v acation holds, call 
1-800- TRIBUNE (87 4-2863)

Have an idea for our w at chdog t eam? Cont act
w atchdog@tribune.c om 

Online:. .....................................chicagotribune.com/customerservic e 
E-mail:. ................................................consumerservices@tribune.c om 
Hearing imp aired can c all: ....................................(312) 222- 1922 (TDD) 
Main oper ator:. ......................................................................(312) 222-3232 
To give a ne ws tip: .......................(312) 222-3650, tips@tribune. com 
Reader help: ....................(312) 222-3348, r eaderhelp@tribune.com
Classified adv ertising: (312) 222-2222, class adinfo@tribune.c om 
Preprint/displa y adv ertising: (312) 222-4 150 , rf leck@tribune.c om 
Displa y advertising self -servic e: www.advertise.chicagotribune.c om 
Interactiv e advertising: (312) 222-45 97, bobmc donald@tribune.c om 
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Stranded in central T oky o after
Frida y's ear thquake , my friend A ya
and I listened intently as an elder ly
Japanese man told us the safest place
to be was in the middle of the central
plaza near Ik ebukuro Station.

There , he explained, we would be
equidistant from both lines of sk y-
scra pers sur rounding us. T hey
loomed ominously as aftershoc ks
contin ued to r umb le under our feet.

The gentleman noticed my anxious
glances and said not to w orry . He
explained that we would be safe in the
plaza because the buildings w ere
designed not to topple side ways , like a
felled tr ee, but to cr umble straight
down.

So Aya and I went and sat down in
the middle of the plaza. On the con-
crete in front of us, we emptied our
pockets and purses and took in ven-
tory. We had three bo xes of chocolate-
filled pr etzel stic ks, a bag of chips , our
cell phones (w orking only inter mit-
tentl y), an umbrella, and a book and
an iP od to k eep us compan y. Looking
at our possessions and each other, w e
felt in good sha pe, although A ya
cursed herself for deciding to w ear
high heels .

In Japan, the school year ends in
Marc h, and so we w ere ending our
first week of v acation. I'd been in
Japan for mor e than six months and
had gotten comf ortab le with most
aspects of my life far a way from m y
famil y's f ar m in central Illinois. I got
up each morning in an a par tment in
central T okyo , took the train to m y
all-gir l high school, pla yed ping pong
after school, came home each e vening
to take a long bath in the r elaxing
aroma of orange peels and finall y
cur led up, al ways exhausted, in m y
roll-up bed stationed in the li ving
room.

But F riday , Mar ch 11, was far fr om
routine.

Aya and I w ere in our seats on the
four th floor of the Sunshine Mo vie
Theater , getting r eady to wa tch ªT he
Tourist,º star ring Angelina J olie and
Johnn y Depp. I had just finished
gobbling up a pac ket of chocolate-
filled pr etzels and was w ondering
how the other three pac kets could last
me through the two-hour movie if I
had alr eady devour ed one during the
previews , when I be gan to feel queasy .
Everything seemed to be r ocking.
ªAy a,º I w hisper ed, ªI feel Ð º

At that moment, the whole thea ter
jolted side to side Ð and k ept on jolt-
ing. The jolts w ere unpr edictable,
speeding up then slowing do wn.
Many times I thought the shaking
had stopped, but then the jolts r e-
tur ned str onger than e ver.

During one pause, the w ord jishin
(earthquak e) rumb led thr oughout
the theater and lit the ma tch of panic
inside of me. A ya grab bed my hand
and pulled me down in between the
seats. After the screen b lack ed out
follo wing a par ticularl y heavy shak e,
couples g ather ed their belongings to
r ush out of the thea ter, men pulling
their dates' hands in panic .

Aya and I g rab bed our belongings
as well, but our hands stopped midair
when we overhear d a conversation
between the young couple behind us .
ª It's OK Ð just don't mo ve,º a guy
told his girlfriend. ªDON'T MO VE.º

With that, A ya and I squatted do wn
again. When the shaking finall y
subsided, a theater r epresentative
with a shaky voice asked us to please
evacuate , using the stairs .

We went down the four flights and
emerg ed into the gigantic cr owd in
the streets of Ik ebukuro . People were
milling about, looking as confused as
we were. ªA ya, we need to get out of
here!º I cried. ªWe need to escape to a
park or something!º

This was when the kind g entleman
guided us to the center of the v ast,
wind y plaza.

Every one in Ik ebukur o Ð thou-
sands upon thousands of people Ð
wished to go home. T her e were lines a
quar ter mile long to ca tch buses and
taxis . People sur rounded the koban
(police station), yelling out questions .

A train announcer k ept r epeating,
ªWe are deeply sorry for the incon-
venience . We do not know when the
trains will commence to mo ve again.º

Aya's parents r ealiz ed this as w ell,
and since the roads w ere gridlocked,
they began to walk across T oky o to
come and get us. By the time they
arriv ed Ð eight hours after the quak e
and four hours since they set out
from home Ð they looked exhausted.
Aya's mother, a tall woman with a big
laugh, was carrying a 4-year-old
dachshund, Coco, in a pouch in fr ont
of her like a ba by while A ya's father
had a mountain-climbing bag that he
opened to gi ve Aya a chang e of shoes
and an overcoat.

Aya's father collapsed on a chair to
rest, but her mother refused to sit,

saying she knew she would not be
able to get up if she did. They then
told us how sidewalks thr oughout
Toky o were packed with people Ð all
trying to get home. Their eyes got
wide when they told us about the
gigantic , rushing tsunami wa ves they
saw in a ri ver near Oc hanomizu,
close to the center of T okyo . ªT hose
waves Ð it was nothing like I ha ve
ever seen before,º A ya's mother said.

Perha ps because I still did not
know of the disastrous effects of the
9.0 magnitude ear thquak e on the
norther n part of J apan, or ma ybe
because I was punc hy from exhaus-
tion Ð I found myself laughing fr e-
quentl y as we began the long walk
back to A ya's house. It was dark and
cold and, when I think of it no w, a bit
unsafe to be walking across a larg e
city at night. But there was a light-
ness in my step and in my heart as w e
walk ed, with A ya's father stopping
often to str etch and to rest. We passed
baseball stadiums, F er ris w heels,
larg e colle ge campuses, the Sumida
Riv er and the ne wl y constructed Sk y
Tree tower . I was thankful that I was
able to see all of these sights on a dar k
night with a sli ver of moon o verhead.

We stopped to stock up on r eady-to-
eat rice and other foods and car ried
them up to the sixth floor of their
apar tment building. It seemed tha t
the apar tment had been ransac ked by
vandals . But it was the ear thquake
that had caused CDs and books to f all
to the f loor , a bottle of soy sauce to
break and fill the house with salty
fumes, and the china to be per ched
precariously , looking as if it w ould
fall any min ute.

Having safely walked thr ough
Toky o and ar riv ed safely home, A ya
and I had brushed off the ear thquake
as minor. A ya said it would not go
down in history. Then we turned on
the TV.

Images of flooded to wns , fires a t
nuclear plants, tsunami wa ves crash-
ing into houses and b lowing them to
smither eens filled the broadcast ¼
and on the screen, a tally: ªOver 500
l iv es lost and counting.º

The awful truth hit me like another
seismic shock: As I had waited in the
plaza in Ik ebukuro , as I had been
walking home, as I had been laughing
with A ya, towns had been destr oyed
and people w ere dying. All at once m y
energ y drained and I cra ved sleep
more than anything in the w orld.

As I lay down in A ya's room and
closed my ey es, scenes rushed acr oss
my mind Ð of Ik ebukur o and the
traf fic jams and the awful de vastation
and death shown on television. Fi-
nally , the kind, w or ried voices of m y
famil y and friends in J apan and in
America rang in my ears. I r emem-
bered pointing out the slice of moon
on our walk home, shining on people
I lov ed here and on the other side of
the Ear th.

As I faded into dreamland, I hoped
with all my might that when I w oke
up the next morning, e verything
would turn out to be just a hor rible
dream.

Yet still the nightmare contin ues.

ILLIN OIS S T UDENT WRITES FROM J APAN

The word for èarthquake'
rumbled through theater 

Zoe Brockman, a 17-year-old from
Congerville, Ill., near Bloomington,
is an exchange student in Toyko
and was caught in Friday's earth-
quake. This is her account.

Zoe Brockman, 17, lives on a farm in
centr al Illinois. She has been in Jap an
for more than six months.

By Zoe Br ockman

To repor t er rors , call the Reader Help line a t
312-222-3348 or e-mail readerhelp@tribune.com .

HOT B UTT ONS

Japan disaster
SEC. 1 , PAGE S 1 & 9- 12

ILLINOIS
March 14 Pick 3 midda y....................537 March 14 Little L otto ......09 23 29 33 35
March 14 Pick 4 midda y..................0690 March 14 Lotto ...........13 18 19 22 25 44
March 14 Pick 3 evening ...................732 March 14 Lotto jackpot ................$6.5M
March 14 Pick 4 evening .................4194 March 15 MegaMillion jackpot .$172M

March 16 Powerb all jackpot ........$67M

INDIANA
March 14 Daily 3 midda y ..................258 March 14 Daily 3 evening .................098
March 14 Daily 4 midda y ................4049 March 14 Daily 4 evening ...............5659
March 14 Lucky 5 midda y March 14 Lucky 5 evening 

.........................................06 09 13 24 34 .........................................04 22 27 28 33

MICHIGAN
March 14 Daily 3 midda y ..................501 March 14 Fantasy 5 ........03 10 12 32 38
March 14 Daily 4 midda y ................8525 March 14 Keno ...........01 05 07 08 09 12
March 14 Daily 3 evening .................887 26 28 46 49 51 53 55 59
March 14 Daily 4 evening ...............4616 61 65 67 68 69 73 76 78

WISCONSIN
March 14 Pick 3 ...................................314 March 14 SuperCash
March 14 Pick 4 .................................9845 ...................................02 04 09 14 34 37
March 14 Badger 5..........03 13 15 19 20

WINNIN G LOTTER Y NUMBER S

COLUMNISTS

Amee t S achdev

State looks
to seize
inmate's 
prison wages.
Business > Page 17

Am y Dickinson

Middle school
teasing can turn
into bullying
in a hurry.
Live! > Page 2

For a reminder of the perv asiv e need
for giving, look at the Chicago landmar ks
named for the families that endo wed
them, or at the week's news out of J apan

and the g ener osity it has inspired. Philan-
throp y has a rich tradition in Chica go.

The great famil y gi vers , with names like Field and
Adler and Cr own, helped build the city and cr eate a
sense of community spirit. It's a natural topic f or
Chica go Forwar d, our series of public policy dis-
cussions aimed at helping to impr ove Chica go.

You'r e invited to join a con versa tion about philan-
throp y at 6 p.m. Tuesday in T hor ne Auditorium a t
Northwester n Uni versity Law School, 375 E. Chi-
cago Ave. We'll take questions from the audience ,
and every one will ha ve a chance to carry on the
conversa tion at a r eception afterward. 

Tick ets are $10 for the e vent and a r eception with
our panelists and audience, and are a vailable
thr ough our the Trib Nation Events pa ge, Trib
Nation.com/Events or by calling 312-222-3348.

Ð James Janega, Trib Nation mana ger

Philanthr opy is in public eye
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